There are statements I wish to protest in the Focus article "Trouble in Paradise" by John F. Lauerman published in Environmental Health Perspectives [105:914-917 (1997) ]. These statements appear to have been attributed to me, but I can assure you I would never have made them.
First, there is the suggestion that I included atrazine among a list of agricultural chemicals used in pineapple cultivation. To my knowledge, atrazine was never used on pineapple fields. It ax2u-globulin mechanism referred to by several of the discussants in this debate, and most ofthe data recendy discussed were reviewed at that time. However, the trend in that meeting was to hear the opposing arguments and to then draw a condusion-in fact, speculations were weighed, and the balance happened to come out in favor of the probable validity of the hypothesis. What was missing from that exercise was a dissection of each of the component data sets, leading to a decision as to their individual validity. That process was started during the course ofthe EHPdebate.
The a2u-globulin mechanism of renal carcinogenesis is among the richest in data and speculation of all proposed nongenotoxic mechanisms of rodent carcinogenesis. It is therefore critical that advantage is taken of the impetus provided by the recent debate and that this hypothesis is reevaluated according to rigorous scientific criteria. Apart from the obvious need to advance our understanding of the potential carcinogenic hazard implicit in this mechanism, there is the subsidiary question of whether an agent such as limonene is formally required to be active in the TgAC and the p53 mouse abbreviated carcinogenicity bioassays. As things stand at the moment (2), a positive result in both of these assays would define limonene as a genotoxic carcinogen, whereas a positive result in only the TgAC skin painting assay would define it as a nongenotoxic carcinogen. A negative result in both assays would probably be rationalized along the lines that limonene represents the type of nongenotoxic carcinogen that modern methods should not be required to detect, i.e., that it should be classified as 'generally regarded as safe" (2) . In fact, the suggested need for such abbreviated carcinogenicity bioassays of limonene would probably flow from a full analysis of the a2u-globulin hypothesis, but that, in turn, would imply that these two assays are already confirmed as giving mechanistically diagnostic data, which they are not. Thus, the importance of resolving the a2u-globulin debate.
Science proceeds by way of informed speculation. However, such speculations should not become personal property to defend at all costs. Rather, they should be vigorously challenged with the aim of either refuting them or transforming them into generally accepted facts. The sooner that happens with the speculations surrounding the ax2u-globulin hypothesis, the better.
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